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Although covered in industry technical standards, there is still some disagreement on the best way to handle the use of pin 1 for

grounding (earthing). The main controversy is whether the shell of the connector should be connected to pin 1 or the shield, or
left floating.
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AES standards mentioned above recommend that shells of cable-mounted connectors should never be connected to pin 1 or
the shield, because inadvertent contact of the shell with another grounded surface while in use can create unwanted current
paths for fault current, potentially causing hum and other noise.
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On the other hand, equipment containing active circuitry should always have pin 1 connected to the conductive enclosure of
the equipment as close as possible to the point where the signal enters the enclosure. The argument centers around the radio
frequency shielding provided by the shell of the connector, which may be reduced if it is left floating.
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